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Perceptions of Social Outliers in Global Literature 

 
St. John’s University 

Literature in a Global Context 1100c 

Course Syllabus – Fall 2014 

 

Professor: Meghan P. Nolan    

Email: nolanm@stjohns.edu 

Office: First cubicle on the left (of the red pillar) at the back of the Writing Center 

Office Phone: 718-990-6387 

Office Hours: By appointment 

CRN: 73445 Section 125                                           

Time: Monday & Thursday 10:40am – 12:05pm 

Room: Marillac 317      

 

 

 

Course Description 
          

As humans, much of how we identify ourselves is based on societal norms, and as a result there 

are always those who are considered outliers. This course will explore various cultural 

conventions and perceived outliers in Global Literature. Throughout the semester, students will 

examine how individuals classify themselves in cultural contexts through the analysis of a 

diverse set of readings that include plays, novels, memoir, poetry, and film from around the 

world. Additionally, because this is a literature based course, it is reading intensive and we will 

cover common techniques for interpreting texts through class discussions and writing about 

literature in college level essays.  

 
 

Instructional Materials  

 
 Books Needed: 

Dostoyevsky, Fyodor. Notes from the Underground. [Lindenhurst, N.Y.]: Tribeca Books, 

 2011. Print. 

Pessoa, Fernando, and Richard Zenith. Fernando Pessoa & Co.: Selected Poems. New 

 York: Grove Press, 1998. Print. 

Reed, Ishmael. Mumbo Jumbo. New York, N.Y.: Simon & Schuster, 1996. Print. 
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 Readings on Blackboard: 

Flaubert, Gustave. Memoirs of a Madman. Critical Editions of French Text. The 

 University of Liverpool, Department of French, 2001. Web. 23 Nov. 2013. 

 Liverpool Online Series.  

Fugard, Athol et al. Sizwe Bansi Is Dead ; And, the Island. New York: Viking Press, 

 1976. Print. 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe. A Defense of Poetry. English Essays: Sydney to Macaulay. 

 Harvard University Press. Print. The Harvard Classics 1909-14.  

 Notebook (Not required, but good for notes and thoughts) 

 Folder or binder (for organizing assignment printouts and readings) 

 

NOTE: You must physically bring assigned readings to class on the due dates. That means 

you should print the readings on Blackboard and bring them to class on the assigned due 

dates, or physically bring assigned books to class. You may bring digital versions on an e-

reader or laptop, but you will not be able to refer to texts on your phones.  

 

Course Requirements 

 
Attendance: Attendance is extremely important in this course, because it is impossible to make 

up for missed participation. Our in-class discussions and written assignments require that you are 

physically present in order to grow and learn. Therefore, you should make an effort to attend 

every class. Please keep in mind that any student who does not attend regularly runs the risk of 

failing. 

 

Tardiness: Tardiness is unacceptable because class discussions and participation will begin 

immediately. Therefore, every three late arrivals during this course will constitute one 

absence. 

 

Mobile Device Policy: Cell phones, PDAs, and other mobile devices must be on silent during 

the class. Headphones cannot be worn during class. Laptop use is only permitted during specified 

times, as your attention should be focused on the class discussions.  

 

Assignment Due Dates: All assignments must be submitted by the due date. Please note that 

absences are not an excuse for not completing an assignment. There may be an occasion when I 

will grant an individual an extension due to special circumstances, illness, etc., but that means it 

must be discussed with me ahead of time, not after an assignment is due.  



 1100c Syllabus   3 

 

 

 

 You should exchange email addresses with at least one other student in this class so that 

you can get assignments/ class discussion information if necessary.  

 Please do not email me for a homework assignment or notes if you miss a class. It is 

a professional expectation in college that you will take care of these matters on your 

own and keep up with assignments throughout.   

 

Plagiarism: According to the SJU Library Information Literacy Tutorial, “plagiarism is 

incorporating someone else’s work into your own work without giving proper credit to the 

outside source.”  

 

The University’s Liberal Arts Faculty Council has approved the following recommended 

procedure for handling plagiarism cases: 

 

First Instance of Plagiarism  

1. Student given an F for the assignment.  

2. Note sent to student’s Dean with copy of plagiarized assignment and proof.  

3. Student required to take the MITT (Multimedia Integrity Teaching Tool). 

4. Student not permitted to complete another assignment until MITT is completed. 

 

Second Instance of Plagiarism  

1. Student given an F for the course.  

2. Note sent to the student’s Dean with copy of plagiarized assignment and proof. Dean is 

notified that this is the second instance of plagiarism in the same course and that the student 

received an F for the course.  

 

Conferences: You can have a conference with me at any time throughout the semester. Just  

make an appointment with me via email or after class.  My cubicle is in the Writing Center; 

you will need to swipe your Storm Card at the reception desk to get in, and check out at that desk 

when you leave. Conferences are a chance for you to talk to me about any or all of the following: 

 

 A specific assignment/ getting started 

 Midterm progress 

 Current grade, explanation of a grade and/ or expectations 

 Grammar or MLA standards 

 Anything about literature/ authors! likes/dislikes, etc.  

 

Conferences are an important time for me to touch base with you one-on-one and get to know 

you better. This is an important part of the learning process, so please stop by! 

 

SJU Writing Center: St. John’s students are very lucky, because our Writing Center (WC) is 

one of the best around! It is located on the first floor of St. Augustine Hall, and it’s an excellent 

resource for writers of all levels. (I will get into more detail about this during class), but I 

encourage you to go to the Writing Center throughout the semester. We will discuss the benefits 

of this as a necessary part of the writing process throughout the course. 
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Grading Scale 

 

Course Outline 

 

A 95 – 100 B- 80-82 D+ 67 - 69 

A- 90 – 94 C+ 77 - 79 D 64 - 66 

B+ 87 – 89 C 73 - 76 D- 60 - 63 

B 83 – 86 C- 70 – 72 F 59 and under 

Assignment Details Percent 

Paper  

Assignments 

You will produce several types of formal writing that will 

constitute the bulk of your grade. You will write several 

analytical essays, perform close readings of passages from 

our texts, and even do a bit of creative writing related to 

the literature. You will also write a reflective essay 

toward the end of this semester.  

60% 

Reading  

Reflections 

I will begin most of our classes by asking you to do some 

reflection on that day’s assigned reading. You will be 

given specific prompts and at times you will be asked to 

find a quote from the text to support your ideas and/or 

write down any questions you may have. The prompts are 

designed to help you think about the texts in an expansive 

manner and lead you toward writing assignment content 

and meaningful class discussion. 

30% 

Participation/ 

Teamwork 

You will receive points for regular participation in class 

activities, and being mentally “present” in our class 

discussions. (Attendance is a big indicator of how you 

will do in this area.) 

10% 

 Total 100% 
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Unit 1: Formation of Cultural Norms & Social Outliers 

 

Week 1 

Discussion Topics 
Syllabus Review, Name Cards/ Intros, How to use Blackboard, Unit 

Overviews 

Readings “Up in Arms” Article (Due next Monday) 

Week 2 

Discussion Topics “Up in Arms”/ Cultural Conventions & Nationalities… How do 

things move and change?, Intro to Ishmael Reed and the 

experimental novel 

Readings Mumbo Jumbo by Ishmael Reed, Read p.13-74 (Due next Monday)  

Week 3 

Discussion Topics Mumbo Jumbo, It’s okay to be confused!; What is a close reading 

and how do we go about it? 

Readings Read p. 74 – 139 (Due Thursday); Read p. 139 – 180 (Due next 

Monday) 

Paper Assignment Close Reading 

Week 4 

Discussion Topics Mumbo Jumbo & Close readings (continued) 

Readings Read p. 180 – End (Due Thursday) 

Week 5 

Discussion Topics South African Apartheid and Culture, play structure, Sizwe Bansi 

play 

Readings Sizwe Bansi is Dead by Athol Fugard, Read p. 1 – 44 (Due 

Thursday)/ Read Notes from the Underground by Dostoyevsky Part 

1 p.  1 – 34 (Due next Monday) 

 

Unit 2: Self Perception of Social Outliers 

 

Week 6 

Discussion Topics Notes from the Underground (another experimental novel), MLA 

Citation format, Midterm Paper Assignment 

Readings Read p. 35 – 73 (Due Thursday) 

Paper Assignment Midterm Paper Assignment (Due Week 8) 

Week 7                              
Discussion Topics Lightening the mood… Creative Project and break from the 

heaviness! 

Paper Assignment In class creative assignment (TBD) 
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Week 8  
Discussion Topics Notes from the Underground (continued), What constitutes 

madness?, Intro to Memoirs of a Madman 

Readings Read p. 73 – 110 (Due Thursday), Read Memoirs of a Madman by 

Flaubert p. vii – xxvii (Due next Monday) 

Week 9 

Discussion Topics Memoirs of a Madman 

Readings Read p. 3 – 44 (Due Thursday), Read p. 45 – 89 (Due next Monday) 

Paper Assignment Close Reading 

Week 10 

Discussion Topics Finish Memoirs of a Madman, The role of the poet/ poetry 

Readings “A Defense of Poetry” by Shelley (Due Thursday), Pessoa & Co.  

p. 1 – 36 (Due next Monday) 

Week 11 

Discussion Topics Fernando Pessoa and the Heteronyms 

Journal Response Pessoa & Co. Read selected poems (TBD) 

Week 12 

Discussion Topics Film as a text, Water directed by Deepa Mehta, Creative Writing 

Assignment 

Paper Assignment Creative Writing Paper 

Week 13 

Discussion Topics Finish Water, Course Reflections & Final Essays 

Writing Assignment Reflection Intro & Final Paper Assignment 

Week 14 

Discussion Topics Review; Wrap-up, Reflections & Final Essays 

 


